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Editorial 
In the final chapter, 'The Christian Choice', of Peace in the Post-Christian Era, 

Thomas Merton, writing with a sense of urgency, stated: 

We have to recognise the implications of voting for extremist politicians 
who promote policies of hate .... It is no longer reasonable or right to 
leave off decisions to a largely anonymous power elite that is driving us 
all, in our passivity, towards ruin. We have to make ourselves heard .... 
We still have time to do something about it, but the time is rapidly 
running out 

Though Merton was writing at another time of heightened geo-political tension, 
his sounding of the alarm is even more applicable to the present day given 
technology's runaway advancement. As I write, major wars are raging across the 
Middle East and Ukraine with bombs raining down and, with them, the 
destruction of whole communities and vital infrastructure. The most recent of 
these was intended to rout out the leaders and terrorist cells of Hamas and 
Hezbollah and liberate an Iranian population at the mercy of the ruling Iranian 
Revolutionary Guard. Within days, a new threat to increase pressure to reopen 
the Strait of Hormuz was issued through the ratcheting up of invective which 
warned of an unparalleled and targeted bombing campaign. If implemented, 
defiance of International Law and threatened genocide would have decimated 
the very people the war was purported to save. 

Alongside these developments, Christianity itself has been reconfigured 
by a self-styled 'Secretary of War' as a neo-Crusader movement which promises 
to show no mercy to oppressors. This is an example of 'strongmen' politics for 
which power and refusal to see what the French term !es petites histoires have no 
time for considering what individual men, women, children and their animals 
suffer through the terror of continuous bombardment and physical 
displacement. Such brash misunderstanding of the essence of Christ's example 
as a radical Jewish rabbi who preached the futility of violence and the espousal of 
a radical 'way' in which to make peace is an inversion of all that underlies the 
events of Easter. 

Not only was Merton horrified by the violence of war and racism, but he 
became increasingly aware of, and alarmed by, the violence inflicted on the 
natural world. In this issue Clare Bryden, an environmentalist and poet who has 
strong links with the religious community at Tymawr, examines Rachel Carson's 
effect on Thomas Merton through Carson's ground-breaking book Silent Spring. 

The destruction of whole swathes of the bird population because of the 
irresponsible use of pesticides shocked Merton. 

EASTERTIDE 2026: VOLUME 33 NUMBER 1 






