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For these past days we have been considering th e words of Thomas
Merton regarding the stranger. And so it is s triking to hear in the
gosp el today: 'Are you the only s tranger in Jerusalem w ho does not
know the things that have happened there in these days?' Here it is
Jesus Him self who is the s tranger. 'Their eyes were kept from
recognizing Him'. It was not ju st the fact tha t the Risen Lord app eared
so di fferen t. The d isciples were deeply saddened and depressed. 'We
had hoped ... '. It was possible to recognize Him only in that sign of
hope that H e h ad le ft the disciples - the breaking of the bread.
Jes us Chris t, the Risen Lord, comes among us today in this liturgy.
But do we trul y recognize Him? Like the disciples, our world today is
filled with sadness and depression . We watch the news and that
sadness only increases as we see men and women and children
throughout the world s uffer war, violence and atrocities of all kinds.
We see politicians and businesses involved in graft, greed and
immorality. And like the disciples, we feel 'we had hoped '! But that
hope is driven out by the greed, ava rice and inhumanity of people
througho ut th e world . But we forget the words of the psa lmist: 'The
Lord is close to the brokenhearted; He saves those whose spirit is
crushed' (Ps 34:19). We forget t hat Ch rist came am ong us as a s tranger
'a nd His own did not receive Him' (Jn 1:11). Even the people of his
own town cou ld not accept him, because they thought that they knew
him. But He befriended the s trangers - the prostitutes and ta x
collectors, the lep ers, the unclean. He accepted u s as people w ho were
estranged from God . And He gave hi s very life o ut of love for us. As
Peter sa id in the second reading:

'You were ransomed not with perishable things su ch as silver or
gold, but with the preciou s blood of Christ'.
And He ca ll s us to do the sa me. 'Whatever you do to the least of my
bre thren, you do to me' (Mt 25:40). Like the people of Nazareth, we
think that we know one another and those we encounter in daily life.
But we never trul y get to know the heart of the other. We do not know
their pain and anxiety. In fact, we do not a ll ow ourselves to know their
heart, becau se if we d id, we wou ld have to kno w our ow n heart. And
that requires that we face our own pain and anxiety. Yet only then will
our eyes be opened. Only then wi ll we rea lize that, as Paul tells u s,
'You are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens
with the saints and members of the hou sehold of God' (Eph 2:19). Only
then will we recognize the Risen Lord in every person we meet.
In his Easter homily thi s year, Pope Bened ict said: 'Selfishness,
injustice, hatred and violence are the scourges of humanity, open and
festering wounds in every part of this planet. They are waiting to be
tended and healed by the glorious wounds of our risen Lord and by
the solidarity of people who, following in his foots teps, perform deeds
of charity in his Name, make an active commitment to justice and
bring hope to areas of the world bloodied by conflict'. In these words
the Risen Lord gives hope to the world, but also gives us the challenge
to walk in the footsteps of Chris t. We are to realize that no one is a
stranger, for every person is known and loved by God.
We come here today to celebrate this great Mystery. We do so
through the breaking of the bread. And in that breaking, may our eyes
also be opened, so that as we go forth from this place, our hearts may
truly burn within us with a love for all people, knowing that they are
truly a part of ourselves and we are a pmt of them and we are all
united in the one Christ who calls us to continue His work of
reconciliation throughout the world, beginning with the first person
we encounter on leaving here. Then the seed of hope can be sown in
our world and if that seed is nurtured by our own hope and trust in
the Risen Lord, it can grow into a great tree to give s hade and shelter
to those in need . Then, like the disciples in the gospel, we can return to
our people and perhaps recognize the m for the firs t time and proclaim
'Tru ly, the Lord is risen! Alleluia!'
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