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Thomas Mrrtow [ssm1111/ lfr1t11\gS 1s rhc fourch 

collccnon ofMcrron"s writing to appc.1r. Re.1d­

ers ofThr Mrrto11 )011mal arc prob.iblv .111 .ire of 
che c,1rl1cr collecr1ons. A Thomas Mrrto11 Rradrr. 
cd1ced b1 Thom.is :Vic Donnell. 11 .is firsc pub­
lished m 1962111ch 1erron"s co-oper.mon. 

A rensed cd1C1on w.is publisht>d 111 197+ .. md 

most reccnrh chis was republished 111 1996 

11nh a nc11 11Hroducrion bl' M . Score Peck. 

The Readtr 1s .i broad selcccion o fMcrron's 

11rirmgs providing rhe re,idcr wich .i g rcac 
range o f /\ lcrron 's wor k. More rccendy 

u11 rencc Cunningham cdiccd 111 1992 .i 

collccr1on of Mcrron"s 11r1c111gs cnr1rled 
Thomas Mrrto11, Spmtual Masttr· Thr Lssm1111/ 
llntu\gS contammg some lengtlw exrraccs from 

l\lercon's 111.11or aurobiographical works and 
extrac t s from his major sp1rirnal 11 nnngs . 
Final ly, W illi .im Shannon has brought 

wgerhcr ,1 collecrion ofMerton's writings on 

issues relaced ro war .md peace in his 1995 
1olumc R1ss1011for Praa: The Sorral [ssa_vs. 
Wirh these collecrions all still m print. along 
111rh .1 grea t deal ofMerron"s 011n11 ncmgs. I 

was re.1llv ask mg myself as I began tO read 
Christine Bochen's selection whether anorher 

such coll ection o f Merton's work is rcallr 

necess.irr? When I finished reading her 
collection I fe lr thar I could .mswcr m)' 

question with .1 resounding" yes"._ 
In rh1s 1olu mc Chrisrine Bochen focuses on 
rhree arc.is of :'l.lerron's 11 rirmg which she 

suggcsrs arc "espcciallr signiflcanr ro l\lerron's 
sp1rirualiry ·_ conremplarion. compassion and 

uniry. In her 1nrroducr ion sh e just ifies 
succinctly her choice o f rhese three areas. It is 

a masterful introduction reOecring her kno11 l­

edge of Mert0n m·er many years, ;i knowl­
edge deepened by her ediring of a 1•olume of 

his letters and .i volumt: of his 1ournals. 
The extracts from Merron"s wnrmgs are verr 

carefully selccred, from well known pieces 
such as his .1ccount ofh1s exper ience on rhe 
corner ofFourrh and 'vValnut in Co1yrrt1msof a 
C111lty Bysta11drr and dcscriprions o f con rem-
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pl.Hton from \cw Suds of Co11tm1pla11011, ro 

some p.1ss.1gcs from lc.,s populJr books such 
as Hr 1s R1sm .ind Thomas ,\/rrto11 111 Alask,1, co 
some rclam ch ob;curc gems from :'I. ler ron \ 

correspondence. I was pamcularlv pleased ro 

sl'.e t\l'O l1trlc known .1rr1clcs th.ir h.l\'e nor 
previous!:· rece11 cd much publim v - ''A Life 
Free from C.m~" .md "The Poorer Me.ins: A 

Med1r.mon on \\',11' ro Umt1." 
"A Life Free from C.m:· 1s a rransmpr1011 of.1 

ralk rh.n :'1.krron ga1c ro rhe no1 ices .u 
Gerhseman1 .is he 11 ;, .1bour ro become .1 full 
rime hamir 111 rhe mon.1srcrv grounds. Ir 11.1'> 

published 111 ( 1strma11 St11d1rs in I 970 and rhc 
recorded version 11.,1s av.1il.1blc rhrough Cre­
dence Casserres: "Soli rude: Bre.1king the 

H earr.' Ir is .:t 1\ondcrful piece bubbling 01cr 

1\irh :'\.lerron°; l'nrhu51as111 for God. for life 111 

general .md for the hcrniir life he was abour ro 
cmbr.icc. "T he Poorer ;\le.ms: A ;\.kd1r.H1on 

on \\'an to Unin ·is ,\11 ,1rride rhar ll'as o rig1-

nall:· l~ubli shcd ,ts .i pamphlcr by the H~ly 
Cross Convcnr .tr I l.1 \'wards H carh in 1965 

.md w.1s subse9ucnrl1.'included in Thr Cord in 
I 965 and Sobomost m r 966. In ir M erron 
proposes rhc 1mporr.111ce of silence, p rarer, 

fosring and almsg11 mg co rrue ecumenism. 
Ol'er ~h1rrl' \'e.irs "on h~s rhoughrs here .ire .1s 

relevant .1~ ever to l'Cum rnism and ro inrer­

faith dialogue. 
Sadly rhcre are very fr"' q uotes in this volume 
from Merron' s poerry, jusr 'Song: If ~'OU 
seek ... ' and 'Ch.int to be Used in Processions 

Around a Site \\'1th Furnaces" borh r,ikcn from 

his J 96 3 coll cm on Embltmsof a Sraso11 of fu ry. 
Ir is interestmg char /\ lcrron alwa1·s included 

his poerry among lists o f his more 1mpor~ant 
1\ orks and yet "esscnr1;il' collernon s o f h15 
wrirings fail ro s ufficiently illustrate this ,1s­

pcct of his Ii f<' and work. 
01·erall tho ugh this volume is a refresh mg 
read for .1 keen rc.ider o f/\ len on bu r , more 
importantly, I rhmk it will ~erl'C ;is an excel­
lent introducuon ro l\krron 's life and \I nr­

ings for som.-one mrercsted in reading M erron 
for the first rime. or for someone returning ro 
re.id Mcrron whose on ly conracr wirh him 

had been his earlier writings. 
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